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sary deduction from any principles -of Christianity. They who first found this part of the article in the creed, and delivered their exposition to us, have made no greater enlargement of this communion, as to the saints of heaven, than the society of hope, esteem, and imitation on our side, of desires and supplications on their side ; and what is now taught hy the Church of Rome is, as unwarrantable, so a novitious interpretation."
COMMUNION TABLE. A name for the altar in the Christian Church. It is both altar and table. See Mar.
COMMUTATION or PENANCE. Penance is an ecclesiastical Punishment, used in the discipline of the Church, which affects the Body of the Penitent; by which he is obliged to give public satisfaction to the Church for the scandal he has given by his evil example. Iri the case of incest or incontinency the sinner is enjoined by the laws of the Church to do public Penance in the Cathedral or Parish Church, bare-legged and bare-headed in a white sheet. Commutation of Penance is the permission granted by the ecclesiastical judge to pay a certain sum of money for pious uses, in lieu of the public Penance.
COMPLINE, or Cornpletorium, was the last service of the day before the Reformation. This hour of prayer was first appointed by the celebrated Abbot Benedict in the sixth century.
CONCEPTION OF CHRIST. The supernatural and miraculous formation of the human nature of JESUS CHIIIST.
CONCLAVE. The assembly or meeting of the Cardinals shut up for the election of a Pope. Conclave also signifies the place in which the cardinals of the Romish Church meet for the above-mentioned purpose. The conclave is a range of small cells, ten feet square, made of wainscot: these are numbered and drawn by lot. They stand in a line along the galleries and hall of the Vatican, with a small space been each. Every cell has the arms of the Cardinal over it. The conclave is not fixed to any one determinate place, for the constitutions of the Church allow the Cardinals to make choice of such a place for the conclave as they think most convenient: yet it is generally held in the" Vatican. s 2